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Not just food and gaming

| Black Gam-
| ing Director
of Food
Opera-
tions Bruce

| company
| in 2008.
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Photo

Black Gaming’s director of food operations also organizes events to benefit community

For the Desert Valley times

‘When 49-year-old Bruce
Landvik walks into a restaurant,
he immediately eyeballs the food
and the environment. As direc-
tor of food operations for Black
Gaming, he has been involved in
cooking in onefashion or another
since he was 10, so he's definitely
an expert in the profession.

"My grandmother owned res-
taurants when I was growing up!
said Landvik, a native of Dayton,
Ohio who grew up in Goodland,
Kansas. “1 would go home after
school and then coock for my
mom. I guess you could say that
I grew up in the restaurant busi-
ness’

In fact, Landvik's family also

includes great-grandparents who
owned restaurants in Sweden.

Landvik has been all over the
country working in the restau-
rant business. In 1980, he joined
the Navy, where he was stationed
in the Philippines and ftravel-
ing throughout Agia. He got his
first taste of fine dining working
for The Broadmoor Resorts in
Colorade Springs in 1984. He then
opened The Peabody Odando and
Wyndham SeaWorid serving from
1985-89.

Landvik opened The Jefferson
Sheridan in Richmond, Va., where
he stayed until 1990, when he
moved to Las Vegas.

“It was way too cold for me
in Virginia,” Landvik said. “T had

already been an executive in
Virginia. My first job in Las Vegas
was at the Old Frontier as a line
cook. I could not be hired as a chef
because I didn't have the Vegas
experience. Nobody comes close
to how many meals are served in
Las Vegas. Disneyland and Disney
World might be the only places
with more meals served.”

Landvikk opened his own
Cheyenne Café in the northwest
portion of Las Vegas before join-
ing the Mirage from 1993 for the
first of three stints. He opened the
Hard Rock, Santa Fe, Orleans and
the 8un Coast before moving on
to the Gold Coast.

However, as fast and glamorous
as Las Vegas has become since ifs

growth spurt, Landvik received a
career-changing call when Black
Gaming Chief Operating Officer
Anthony Toti contacted him in -
2008.InDecember, Landvik joined
Black Gaming and hasn't regret-
ted a minute of living in Mesquite
ever since.

“Tlove living in Mesquite, said
Landvik. “Tm from a small town
anyway, so T had no problem what-
soever getlag used Lo Mesquite. |
felt good about the city the first
time I visited.

“I spent more than 20 years liv-
ing in big cities and I had enough
of them.

Landvik has expertise in both

e See FOOD on C2
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